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THE RED CROSS 

IN CHARGE OF 

JANE A. DELANO, R.N. 

Chairman of the National Committee on Red Cross Nursing Service 

ANNUAL MEETING OF THE RED CROSS 

The annual meeting of the Red Cross was held on Tuesday, Decem- 
ber 8 at the Shoreham Hotel, Washington. On Monday morning, 
December 7, the annual meeting of the National Committee on Red 
Cross Nursing Service was held in the office of the chairman at Red 
Cross Headquarters. All delegates from state associations and mem- 




AMER1CAN RED CROSS HOSPITAL, BUDA PESTH 

bers of state or local committees, in Washington for the annual meet- 
ing, had also been invited to be present. The discussion of the experi- 
ences of local committees in the past six months brought out points 
which were of assistance to the National Committee in deciding upon 
a few changes in the regulations governing enrollment. The chairman 
reported over 5,500 nurses enrolled since 1905, and while a certain 
number have resigned or have been dropped, a large number are avail- 
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able for active service and a steadily increasing number are applying 
for enrollment, though the requirements have been made more exact 
from year to year. With this in mind the regulation regarding age 
was changed to read as follows: 

"The candidate must be over 25 and not over 40 years of age ." 
In order to prove her ability to write sufficiently clear English to make 
a good report, the candidate will be required to submit an essay of at 
least 250 words on an assigned subject. 

It was also suggested that some member of the committee inter- 
view each applicant for enrollment in order to gain some idea of her 
personality and fitness to meet the special demands of Red Cross work. 

The annual meeting was of extraordinary interest owing to the 
many forms of work engaged in by the Red Cross since the meeting 
of last year. In the afternoon the meeting was opened by President 
Wilson, who gave an address and presided for a short time. Mr. 
Wilson said that he was glad to show his interest and approval of the 
aims of the Red Cross by being present and that it was most appro- 
priate that there should be some formal connection between the Red 
Cross and the Government, a Government whose aims had been from 
the beginning, in a way, the same as those of the Red Cross, whose 
attitude towards peoples and individuals had been an unselfish one. 

The report of the Red Cross Commission to China by Lieutenant 
Sibert with its stupendous engineering project outlined, was an evi- 
dence of the purpose of the Red Cross to prevent as well as relieve 
suffering. 

Robert de Forest, the vice-president of the Red Cross, gave an 
account of his experiences in Belgium when war was declared and of 
the organization of the Belgian Relief Committee. 

Eliza R. Scidmore, the well known writer, who was in Japan at 
the time war was declared, gave a short sketch of the work of the 
Japanese Red Cross. This organization is sending units of doctors, 
nurses, orderlies and interpreter, with hospital outfit complete, to each 
of the Allies. 

At the close of the meeting a resolution was adopted to prevent 
the use of the nurse's uniform by local Red Cross organizations for 
advertising, entertainments or for any purpose other thau active service. 

EUROPEAN SERVICE 

Reports from nurses in Europe tell of great enthusiasm in the inter- 
esting work. We hear from Servia that when Belgrade was captured 
by the Austrians the Red Cross unit under the direction of Dr. Ryan 
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stayed in the city, taking the military and civil hospitals under the 
protection of the Red Cross until a few days later when the Servians 
again were in possession of the city. Though but few letters have been 
received, a cable saying that all the Red Cross personnel were safe 
and well, brought ease to the minds of anxious friends and relatives. 

Letters from Miss Krueger, supervisor of the second Servian detach- 
ment, tell of the voyage; of the drills and classes to prepare for the 
work awaiting them on arrival; and of peace services conducted at 
her request by a medical missionary to Africa, a fellow-passenger on 
the Finland. 

A few extracts from letters recently received may be of interest. 

From Kosel: We are now busily planning and preparing for Christmas. We 
hope there will be no transport sent away from here until after that, for we have 
grown exceedingly attached to our charges. 

We have recently had a group picture taken of which I will send you a copy. 
We are there with all the officials, orderlies and corps men, but no patients, 
because we haven't one out of bed. 

From Vienna: I wish the American ladies who contributed the warm bed 
socks, nice soft flannel bands, pajama suits, etc., might know how much comfort 
these are giving. 

We are getting our mail from home very promptly and this is one of our 
greatest blessings ; there would be long and sad days if we never had news from 
the U. S. A. It is such a joy when the mail packages come. 

From Buda-Pesth: You have never seen such patients as these soldiers are: 
so grateful, so considerate, so uncomplaining, even when in great pain. Our 

hospital is one of the fifty military hospitals here in Buda-Pesth. Mrs. , 

who is at the head of the City Mission, has asked me to speak to a group of Hun- 
garian women about our nurses' training and the work nurses do in public service 
in America. 

These soldiers are the best patients you ever saw. It is a great pleasure 
to be able to help them. We now have 171 patients in the hospital, 12 nurses 
taking care of them and doing it very well with the soldiers to help. 

The Red Cross nurses assigned to duty in Vera Cruz, Mexico, 
reached home in December, having been on duty since May, in the Field 
Hospital at Vera Cruz or on army transports. They reported having 
had most comfortable quarters in a Mexican house near the beach 
at Vera Cruz. The hospital building had been formerly a school, 
and was well arranged for wards. The Hospital Corps men had been 
helpful and the soldiers excellent patients. 



